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             Reflections 
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Vice Minister: Brad Toups, OFS 

Secretary: Mary Dang, OFS 

Spiritual Assistant: Fr.  John Mark Klaus, T.O.R. 

 

Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis 
www.immaculatasfo.org 

email: carol.lieser@gmail.com 

 

 

Fraternity meets first Sunday of the Month, 2:00pm to 4:00pm, Good Shepherd, 1000 Tinker Rd., Colleyville, Texas  76034  

T 

Inquirer/Candidate Formation class meets just before Fraternity meeting, 12:00pm to 1:30pm, at Good Shepherd 

Immaculata Fraternity is a local fraternity of the Three Companions Region – www.lostrescompaneros.org 

Minister: Carol Lieser, OFS 

Master of Formation: Teresa Stadelman, OFS  

Treasurer: Charles “Chuck” Lieser, OFS 

 1000 Tinker Rd 
Colleyville, Texas 76034 

SEQUENCE (Victimae paschal laudes) 

Christians, to the paschal victim 

offer your thankful praises!- 

A lamb the sheep redeems; 

Christ, who only is sinless, 

Reconciles sinners to the Father. 

Death and life have contended in that 

combat stupendous: 

The prince of life, who died, reigns immortal. 

http://www.immaculatasfo.org/
mailto:carol.lieser@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Secular Franciscan 
The way of Life 

 

 
 

 

Immaculata Fraternity meets the First 
Sunday of every month at 2:00pm in 
the Saint Francis/Saint Clare room at 
Good Shepherd in Colleyville.  We 
welcome you to come and join us for 
prayer, formation and fellowship! 

 

FRATERNITY 

NEWS 

Good Friday Veneration of 
Relics - Saint Andrews 

Parish 

 
Excerpt taken from an Interview on KATH Radio with 
Dave Palmer by Darrel Dickerson, one of the main 
organizers of this event.       
 

Join the faithful of Saint Andrews Parish, 
3312 Dryden Rd., Fort Worth, TX 76109, 
on April 19th, Good Friday, from 9:00am 
to 5:00pm and from 8:30pm to 11:00pm in 
the Church for Veneration of Relics from 
the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
There will be over 40 Relics including relics 
of the True Cross, Tunic of Our Lord, 
Crown of Thorns, Last Supper Table 
Cloth, Apostles, St. Andrew & St. Francis 
of Assisi and many more.   
 
Attendees will have the opportunity to 
have an appropriate personal item (Rosary, 
Medal, Novena) touched to the Relic of the 
True Cross and become a 3rd Class Relic.  
   
Rosaries will be available for purchase.  All 
donations and sales proceeds will go 
directly to the Church.  
   
NO PHOTOGRAPHY OR FILM WILL 
BE ALLOWED.  
   
Security will be tight so we ask that you 
allow yourself additional time when 
entering the Church. 

 

Come and see! 

Immaculata Fraternity  

Come and see! 

Every first Sunday, 2:00PM 
 

March 3 

April 7 

 

Good Shepherd Catholic Community 
1000 Tinker Rd. 

Colleyville, TX 76034 

 

 

__________________ 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/SharedPublic/IOW+03-29-19-Darrel-Derrickson.mp3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/SharedPublic/IOW+03-29-19-Darrel-Derrickson.mp3


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
seal of the tomb where he was buried, has been removed. 

Light has shattered the darkness, life has pierced death, 

and joy has replaced sadness. The highlight of the 

liturgical year has arrived!  

     Franciscans, let us rejoice in God’s promise of 
redemption. The promise that God will always win and 
will defeat the death that holds us down. Remember 
God’s marvels: His deeds and his triumph over sin!  
Let us rejoice and be glad. 

This year during Holy Week, may we each encounter 
Jesus in the way that would allow us to grow in deeper 
union with him, and become intimately connected to 
his love and His spirit of life in the resurrection.  

Blessings on your journey! 

Allelujah, He is Risen! 
 
Peace and All Good! 
 
Carol Lieser OFS 

Minister, Immaculata 
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ALLELUJA,  

HE IS RISEN! 

April 2019, minister’s letter to Immaculata Fraternity 

 
     St Francis of Assisi understood deeply what it meant 

that God became human. Our whole Franciscan story is 

rooted in that single truth. In this month of April, we 

recall His passion, death, burial and resurrection. We 

remember the dying and we envision the life promised to 

each of us. Our Lenten journey has been preparing us 

through daily conversion and the turning of ourselves 

fully towards Him. In the Resurrection we are able to see 

the fulfillment of God’s merciful promise to us that 

allows atonement for our sin and the gift of everlasting 

life.   

     The morning after Jesus is arrested, he appears before 

Pontius Pilate. Amidst cries of “crucify Him” he is tried in 

the courts of Pontius Pilate and is condemned to death. 

He is spat upon, flogged and beaten; He is ‘bruised for 

our transgressions and crowned with thorns.’ In His 

submission to His Father’s will, Jesus is nailed to a cross 

and dies. We know that His death releases us from the 

bonds of death. Try to imagine how those early disciples 

saw this death and that passion. How fearful and alone 

they must have felt. Of course, Christ had made every 

effort to prepare them for these events.  Yet, I wonder, 

how much did they understand?  

     On Good Friday, the church commemorates Jesus’ 

suffering, death and burial and the world is cast into 

darkness and silence for the next three days. Usually we 

find in our church, all pictures, statues, and crosses are 

covered; the altar coverings are removed and the altar 

candles are extinguished. Even today, centuries later, I 

always feel great sadness and a sense of loss at these 

absences. Of course, I know what is next. We all know 

that this is a new beginning for believers. In the silence 

and darkness, we wait with hope for that miracle of 

resurrected life to occur.  

     On Easter Sunday, it happens! Amazingly beautiful 

and rich and exhilarating are the words to describe this for 

me. Jesus is risen from the dead! While we were filled with 

silence and surrounded by darkness, since Holy Thursday, 

the Eucharist has been set aside in the tabernacle. Now 

on Easter Sunday, we proclaim Jesus has risen and the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESURRECTION 
 
638  “We bring you the good news that what God promised to 
the fathers, this day he has fulfilled to us their children by 
raising Jesus.”489 The Resurrection of Jesus is the crowning 
truth of our faith in Christ, a faith believed and lived as the 
central truth by the first Christian community; handed on as 
fundamental by Tradition; established by the documents of the 
New Testament; and preached as an essential part of the 
Paschal mystery along with the cross:  
 

Christ is risen from the dead!  
Dying, he conquered death;  

To the dead, he has given life.490 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

javascript:openWindow('cr/638.htm');


 

 

 

 
  

     Yesterday, we joined the women in contemplating 
“the one who was pierced” (cf. Jn 19:36; cf. Zech 12:10). 
Today, with them, we are invited to contemplate the 
empty tomb and to hear the words of the angel: “Do not 
be afraid… for he has been raised” (Mt 28:5-6). Those 
words should affect our deepest convictions and 
certainties, the ways we judge and deal with the events of 
our daily lives, especially the ways we relate to others. The 
empty tomb should challenge us and rally our spirits. It 
should make us think, but above all, it should encourage 
us to trust and believe that God “happens” in every 
situation and every person and that his light can shine in 
the least expected and most hidden corners of our lives. 
He rose from the dead, from that place where nobody 
waits for anything, and now he waits for us – as he did 
the women – to enable us to share in his saving work. On 
this basis and with this strength, we Christians place our 
lives and our energy, our intelligence, our affections and 
our will, at the service of discovering, and above all 
creating, paths of dignity. 
     He is not here… he is risen! This is the message that 
sustains our hope and turns it into concrete gestures of 
charity. How greatly we need to let our frailty be anointed 
by this experience! How greatly we need to let our faith 
be revived! How greatly we need our myopic horizons to 
be challenged and renewed by this message! Christ is 
risen, and with him, he makes our hope and creativity rise 
so that we can face our present problems in the 
knowledge that we are not alone. 
     To celebrate Easter is to believe once more that God 
constantly breaks into our personal histories, challenging 
our “conventions”, those fixed ways of thinking and 
acting that end up paralyzing us. To celebrate Easter is to 
allow Jesus to triumph over the craven fear that so often 
assails us and tries to bury every kind of hope. 
     The stone before the tomb shared in this, the women 
of the Gospel shared in this, and now the invitation is 
addressed once more to you and to me. An invitation to 
break out of our routines and to renew our lives, our 
decisions, and our existence. An invitation that must be 
directed to where we stand, what we are doing and what 
we are, with the “power ratio” that is ours. Do we want 
to share in this message of life or do we prefer simply to 
continue standing speechless before events as they 
happen? 
     He is not here… he is raised! And he awaits you in 
Galilee. He invites you to go back to the time and place 
of your first love and he says to you: Do not be afraid, 
follow me. 
[1] “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout 
out”. 
 
[00518-EN.01] [Original text: Italian]  
© Libreria Editrice Vatican 
March 31, 2018 21:41Papal Texts 
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Pope Francis’ Easter 

Homily 

March 31, 2018 21:41 
 
     We began this celebration outside, plunged into the 
darkness of the night and the cold. We felt an 
oppressive silence at the death of the Lord, a silence 
with which each of us can identify, a silence that 
penetrates to the depths of the heart of every disciple, 
who stands wordless before the cross. 
     These are the hours when the disciple stands 
speechless in pain at the death of Jesus. What words 
can be spoken at such a moment? The disciple keeps 
silent in the awareness of his or her own reactions 
during those crucial hours in the Lord’s life. Before the 
injustice that condemned the Master, his disciples were 
silent. Before the calumnies and the false testimony that 
the Master endured, his disciples said nothing. During 
the trying, painful hours of the Passion, his disciples 
dramatically experienced their inability to put their lives 
on the line to speak out on behalf of the Master. What 
is more, not only did they not acknowledge him: they 
hid, they escaped, they kept silent (cf. Jn 18:25-27). 
     It is the silent night of the disciples who remained 
numb, paralyzed and uncertain of what to do amid so 
many painful and disheartening situations. It is also that 
of today’s disciples, speechless in the face of situations 
we cannot control, that make us feel and, even worse, 
believe that nothing can be done to reverse all the 
injustices that our brothers and sisters are experiencing 
in their flesh. 
     It is the silent night of those disciples who are 
disoriented because they are plunged in a crushing 
routine that robs memory, silences hope and leads to 
thinking that “this is the way things have always been 
done”. Those disciples who, overwhelmed, have 
nothing to say and end up considering “normal” and 
unexceptional the words of Caiaphas: “Can you not see 
that it is better for you to have one man die for the 
people than to have the whole nation destroyed?” (Jn 
11:50). 
     Amid our silence, our overpowering silence, the 
stones begin to cry out (cf. Lk 19:40) [1] and to clear 
the way for the greatest message that history has ever 
heard: “He is not here, for he has been raised” (Mt 
28:6). The stone before the tomb cried out and 
proclaimed the opening of a new way for all. Creation 
itself was the first to echo the triumph of life over all 
that had attempted to silence and stifle the joy of the 
Gospel. The stone before the tomb was the first to leap 
up and in its own way intone a song of praise and 
wonder, of joy and hope, in which all of us are invited 
to join. 

 

https://zenit.org/articles/category/papal-texts/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April  7  Fraternity Meeting  

April 13  Lent Retreat 

May  8   Fraternity Meeting 

 

Fraternity Happenings 

Down the Road! 
 

 

 

For those of you reading this addition of Fraternity 

Reflections on our webpage or through Facebook, and feel 

called to the Franciscan way, please contact us at: 

carol.lieser@gmail.com and we’ll be glad to direct you 

in the best possible way, rather it be in the Order of Secular 

Franciscans or in a Franciscan Religious Vocation. We’d 

also invite you to come to the Immaculata Fraternity 

meetings Please Note: In discerning a life with us, you 

must be a member of the Catholic Church in good standing 

and in a spirit of unity. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

April Feast Days 
 
April 4  Saint Benedict the Black, religious, I Order  
(OFM: Optional Memorial) 
 
April 5  Saint Mary Crescentia Hoss, virgin, religious, III Order  
(III Order: Optional Memorial) 
 
April 16  Saint Benedict Joseph Labre, pilgrim  
(III Order Optional Memorial) 
 
April 21  Saint Conrad of Parzham, religious, I Order  
(OFM Cap: Memorial 
 
April 23  Blessed Giles of Assisi, religious, I Order 
(OFM Conv; III Order: Optional Memorial) 
 
April 24  Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen, priest, martyr, I Order  
(OFM Cap: FEAST) 
 
April 28  Blessed Luchese of Poggibonsi, penitent, III Order 
(III Order: Memorial) 
 
April 30  Blessed Benedict of Urbino, priest, I Order 
(OFM Cap:  Optional Memorial) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

JPIC CHALLENGE 
 

Time To Take Action! 
 

Using your journal, write down what 
you have taken to contemplation for 
past two months.  Where do you feel 

the Holy Spirit is leading you to 
action?  Make notes on what your 
next steps will be.  We will discuss 

your findings at the Fraternity 
meeting in May. We look forward to meeting you! 

 

 

 
 

 

APRIL 
 

Doctors and their Collaborators in 
War Zones 
For doctors and their humanitarian 
collaborators in war zones, who risk their 
lives to save the lives of others. 

~ 
We also pray for 

 
Adele McGookin, Ann Falgout, OFS; Mary Jo McCoy, 

OFS; Judy Bonifort, Trenton Forrest Becan (thanksgiving 

for prayers being answered!) , Fr. Joe Janiszeski, T.O.R.; 

Catherine Khaled, OFS;Joycelyn Rose Molidor, and for 

all special intentions.  

 

 

mailto:carol.lieser@gmail.com


 

 
Secular Franciscans 
San Angelo Portion  

Los Tres Compañeros Region 
 

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he 
may lift you up in due time.” (1 Peter 5:6) 

 

Lenten Day of Retreat 
Saturday, April 13, 2019 

 
Sponsored by Immaculata Fraternity 

 

 
Bring a crock-pot of your favorite soup and/or drinks of your choice to share. 
We will pause for a simple lunch of soup and bread at noon.  
 

If you have any questions, contact  
Carol Lieser OFS or Mary Dang OFS    

liesercarol@gmail.com or mkngoctran@yahoo.com 
No Registration fee but  

Freewill Donations are gladly accepted 

A Talk On:  Community/Fraternity  

Presented by Deacon Craig McAlister, OFS  

 

Good Shepherd Catholic Church  

1000 Tinker Road 

Colleyville, TX 

Room 2/3  

 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 

9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

mailto:liesercarol@gmail.com
mailto:mkngoctran@yahoo.com

